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Edmonton,  March  8,  1995 

They  did  it!  January  diploma 
exam  results  are  out  and  they 
show  most  Alberta  students 
performed  well  - even  on  new 
science  exams  that  require  a 
greater  understanding  of 
science  concepts. 

Exams  in  Biology  30,  Chemistry 
30,  and  Physics  30  were  based 
on  revised  science  courses  that 
place  an  increased  emphasis 
on  integrating  concepts  of 
science  and  technology  with 
everyday  life. 

"If  students  are  to  succeed 
when  they  graduate,  they  need 
to  be  able  to  apply  the  science 
concepts  they  learn  beyond  the 
classroom,"  says  Education 
Minister  Halvar  Jonson.  "We're 
extremely  pleased  to  see  that 
many  students  are  doing  well 
in  this  area." 

All  of  the  science  exams 
contained  an  open-ended 
question  that  required  a 
written  response.  This  was  an 
opportunity  for  students  to 


show  how  they  had  integrated 
their  understanding  of 
concepts,  technology  and 
societal  issues.  Markers 
expected  students  to  clearly 
show  the  application  of  science 
to  day-to-day  living.  Two 
markers  read  each  paper  to 
ensure  reliability  of  marks. 

Seventeen  per  cent  of  students 
achieved  excellence  on  the 
biology  open-ended  question. 

In  Physics  30,  18  per  cent 
achieved  excellence  on  the 
open-ended  question,  and  on  the 
Chemistry  30  exam,  11  per 
cent  of  students  achieved 
excellence. 

Final  course  marks  show  the 
percentage  of  students 
achieving  the  standards  of 
acceptable  and  excellent  in 
biology  and  chemistry  were 
consistent  with  last  January. 
However,  the  number  of  physics 
students  achieving  the 
excellent  standard  dropped  by 
about  9 per  cent. 
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"We  are  concerned  by  the  drop, 
and  we  are  looking  closely  at 
the  results  to  establish  the 
reasons  for  the  change,"  says 
Mr.  Jonson. 

"We  do  know  that  the  physics 
course  changed  significantly  in 
its  emphasis  on  technology  and 
societal  issues,  and  we  expect 
the  exam  results  will  improve 
as  teachers  and  students 
adjust  to  the  new  curriculum." 

Overall  results  in 
mathematics,  English,  and 
social  studies  are  consistent 
with  last  January's  results. 
However,  students  did  better 
on  the  written-response 
sections  in  English  30,  English 
33  and  Social  Studies  30.  This 
is  the  first  improvement  in 
English  33  writing  marks 
since  standards  for  the 
accuracy  and  quality  of  written 
expression  were  raised  in 
1993. 


For  more  information: 
Brian  Wik 

Executive  Assistant  to 
The  Minister  of  Education 
(403)  427-2025 


30,687  students  wrote  Grade 
12  exams  in  eight  courses  - 
Mathematics  30,  Social  Studies 
30,  English  30,  English  33, 
Frangais  30,  Biology  30, 
Chemistry  30  and  Physics  30. 

For  the  first  time,  two  markers 
instead  of  three  graded  the 
English  30,  English  33,  and 
Social  Studies  30  exams.  This 
reduced  marking  costs  while 
still  ensuring  students'  papers 
were  scored  fairly  and 
consistently. 

Students  were  mailed  their 
individual  results  on  February 
23.  School  and  jurisdiction 
results  will  be  mailed  near  the 
end  of  March. 

Details  on  how  students  did  in 
each  of  the  courses  follow. 
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Marilyn  McKinley 
Communications 
Alberta  Education 
(403)  427-2285 
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Percentage  Distribution  of  Marks  in  Diploma  Examination  Courses 


Diploma 

Examination 

Course 

January  1995* 

January  1994 
Final 

Course  Mark 

School- 

Awarded 

Mark 

Diploma 

Examination 

Mark 

Final 

Course  Mark 

ENGLISH  30 

N =10 147 

/V  = 10  613 

A (80-100%) 

16.8 

10.3 

11.2 

11.0 

B (65-79%) 

42.9 

32.9 

40,0 

42.2 

C (50-64%) 

33.4 

41.1 

42.8 

41.9 

F (0-49%) 

6.9 

15.7 

6.0 

4.9 

Mean 

66.8 

62.5 

65.1 

65.6 

Standard  Deviation 

12.4 

13.0 

11.4 

11.0 

ENGLISH  33 

N - 5179 

N=  4 900 

A (80-100%) 

5.7 

4.4 

3.2 

4.3 

B (65-79%) 

35.1 

37.6 

36.8 

38.3 

C (50-64%) 

46.5 

44.8 

53.4 

49.8 

F (0-49%) 

12.7 

13.2 

6.6 

7.6 

Mean 

61.2 

61.9 

62.0 

62.4 

Standard  Deviation 

11.8 

10.8 

9.5 

10.1 

FRANQAIS  30 t 

Af=  8 

N=  14 

A (80-100%) 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

B (65-79%) 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

C (50-64%) 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

F (0-49%) 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a. 

Mean 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

Standard  Deviation 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

SOCIAL  STUDIES  30 

N = 8 398 

N = 8 925 

A (80-100%) 

18.6 

15.1 

15.4 

13.2 

B (65-79%) 

40.8 

33.8 

38.5 

37.3 

C (50-64%) 

35.4 

33.2 

39.4 

42.2 

F (0-49%) 

5.2 

17.9 

6.7 

7.3 

Mean 

67.4 

63.7 

65.9 

65.1 

Standard  Deviation 

12.1 

14.4 

12.4 

12.1 

* The  figures  may  change  slightly  as  a result  of  appeals  of  school-awarded  marks,  rereads  of  diploma 
examinations,  or  special  cases  considerations. 

YThe  January  1995  results  for  Frangais  30  are  not  reported  because  only  8 students 
received  final  course  marks. 
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Student  Evaluation 


Percentage  Distribution  of  Marks  in  Diploma  Examination  Courses 


Diploma 

Examination 

Course 

January  1995* 

January  1994 
Final 

Course  Mark 

School- 

Awarded 

Mark 

Diploma 

Examination 

Mark 

Final 

Course  Mark 

MATHEMATICS  30 

N=  10  420 

#=10  585 

A (80-100%) 

26.9 

13.1 

17.6 

17.8 

B (65-79%) 

34.0 

24.8 

31.6 

33.5 

C (50-64%) 

30.7 

32.7 

36.8 

37.2 

F (0-49%) 

8.4 

29.4 

14.0 

11.5 

Mean 

68.7 

59.3 

64.3 

65.1 

Standard  Deviation 

14.5 

16.6 

14.8 

14.2 

BIOLOGY  30 

# = 7 762 

#=  8 539 

A (80-100%) 

23.9 

18.5 

19.9 

22.5 

B (65-79%) 

37.5 

31.2 

35.6 

34.6 

C (50-64%) 

31.2 

30.0 

35.2 

33.5 

F (0-49%) 

7.4 

20.3 

9.3 

9.4 

Mean 

68.2 

63.7 

66.4 

67.2 

Standard  Deviation 

13.4 

16.0 

13.9 

14.2 

CHEMISTRY  30 

# = 6750 

#=  7 097 

A (80-100%) 

26.2 

21.1 

22.2 

21.1 

B (65-79%) 

35.6 

34.6 

36.9 

33.8 

C (50-64%) 

30.7 

29.2 

33.2 

33.9 

F (0-49%) 

7.5 

15.1 

7.7 

11.2 

Mean 

68.7 

66.1 

67.8 

66.3 

Standard  Deviation 

13.9 

15.2 

13.7 

14.6 

PHYSICS  30 

|ji|  2 809 

#=  3 086 

A (80-100%) 

27.9 

18.3 

20.0 

29.5 

B (65-79%) 

38.3 

30.3 

37.3 

38.5 

C (50-64%) 

28.2 

28.4 

34.1 

26.0 

F (0-49%) 

5.6 

23.0 

8.6 

6.0 

Mean 

70.0 

63.3 

67.0 

70.6 

Standard  Deviation 

13.3 

16.4 

13.9 

13.7 

* The  figures  may  change  slightly  as  a result  of  appeals  of  school-awarded  marks,  rereads  of  diploma 
examinations,  or  special  cases  considerations. 
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Diploma  Examination  Courses 
Final  Course  Marks 

January  1995  and  January  1994 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving  Acceptable  Standard  1995 1994 

(Final  Course  Marks  of  50%  to  100%) 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving  Standard  of  Excellence 
(Final  Course  Marks  of  80%  to  100%) 


Percentage 
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DATE  DUE  SLIP 


